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air history had now moved to July 1909, when
the whole world was thrilled very suddenly by the
news of Ble"riot's epoch-making flight across the
English Channel. This great French pioneer came
afterwards to London, being the guest of honour at
banquets and other functions. In such circumstances,
it would have appeared ironical, to say the least of it,
if a British pioneer had been placed in the dock,
charged with the ' crime ' of endeavouring to fly in his
own aeroplane. It would have thrown into glaring
relief the difference in the official attitude towards
aviation as adopted by France and England, and might
have done much to explain the success of experimenters
in the former country. The local authorities in my
own case, however, decided to drop the case to avoid
making themselves appear ridiculous.

I do not wish to suggest that the authorities at Lea
Marshes were peculiar or unique at that time in their
dislike of flying. I believe that had I been in many
other places I would have met with the same official
attitude.

Following Bleriot's flight across the English Channel
there came the world's first flying meeting at Rheims,
at which there were more than thirty aviators. The
only British competitor being Mr. G. B. Cockburn.
It was this meeting which gave added emphasis to the
importance of Bleriot's flight, for there was now
assembled many of the most important machines in the
new world of aviation. Each day saw some new
record being broken and many valuable lessons were
learned. As an indication of the position at that time
I might mention that during the course of the meeting
there were more than a hundred flights, eighty-seven
of them exceeding 3 miles. There were seven flights
over one hour in duration and three of these exceeded
two hours and one even lasted over three hours.
To this meeting went town councillors from Black-